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Abstract: The water supplied to the users in the Malopolskie Voivodeship in 2007 was
analyzed for turbidity. The analysis covered 703 waterworks regularly monitored by the
Regional Sanitary and Epidemiological Station. A total of 1794 water samples was made
subject to analysis (167 surface water samples, 1261 groundwater samples and 366 mixed
water samples) to determine the minimal, maximal and average turbidity levels, as well as the
number of episodes when the admissible turbidity value (1 NTU) was exceeded. The study
has produced the following findings. According to the water source being used, the turbidity
of the tap water supplied varied from 0.1 to 8.7 NTU (av. 0.97 NTU) for surface water, from
0.01 to 26.0NTU (av. 0.84 NTU) for groundwater, and from 0.02 to 10.0 NTU (av.
0.93 NTU) for mixed water. The majority of episodes with the 1 NTU value being exceeded
were observed in the waterworks using surface water (29.3% of samples). Significantly lower
was the number of such episodes in the waterworks where use was made of groundwater
(12.4% of samples) or mixed water (4.1% of samples). In most instances the exceeded
turbidity values were within the range of 1 to 5 NTU.
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