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Abstract: Quality of bottom sediments was examined for 15 reservoirs classified as the
Sudeten, Carpathian or lowland reservoirs, according to their location. These reservoirs serve
multiple functions including flood control, providing hydroelectric power, supplying water for
general public, industry or agriculture and recreational. The study was conducted in 2008 and
2010. The scope of the analysis included trace elements (As, Cr, Zn, Cd, Cu, Ni, Pb and Hg)
and organic compounds: polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), polychlorinated
biphenyls (PCBs) and chloroorganic pesticides. It was determined that concentration of trace
element compounds ranged from <0.01 mg/kg to 422 mg/kg, while of PAHs from
<0.0001 mg/kg to 7.5 mg/kg, PCBs from <0.0001 mg/kg to 0.78 mg/kg and of chloroorganic
pesticides from <0.0002 mg/kg to 0.065 mg/kg. The sediments from the Sudeten reservoirs
were found to be the most polluted, while the sediments from the lowland reservoirs the least.
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